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	Northern Ireland Anti Poverty Network

Northern Ireland Anti Poverty Network launches “Save the Network Campaign”.
The Northern Ireland Anti Poverty Network will be launching the “Save the Network Campaign” at the Unison offices, Unit 4, Galway House, 165 York Street, Belfast. The event will take place 10am -12.30pm on Friday 12th September.  

The recent announcements that both the British and Irish economies are either in or headed for recessions have further fuelled concern about the state of the economic situation in Northern Ireland. Clearly, the world-wide “credit crunch” has had an immediate impact here.  The rise in prices of everyday necessities, including electricity, food, gas, oil and petrol has impacted substantially on the budgets of those living in poverty.

If we add to that the housing crisis, the rates increases, the proposals for the introduction of water charges and parking taxes, it has been estimated that the average family in Northern Ireland needs a minimum of an extra £40 per week.

At a time when there exists the very real possibility of a substantial increase in the number of people in poverty, the Northern Ireland Anti-Poverty Network, an organisation dedicated exclusively to voicing the concerns and needs of those people most affected by the economic crisis, is facing a severe funding crisis. The Network will have to close its doors if the situation is not alleviated.

Frances Dowds, Director of the Network said,

“The Northern Ireland Anti Poverty Network has been in existence for over 17 years and we have never experienced such a demand for our services.” 

“We are hearing from our members how difficult it is to make ends meet and how worried they are about the future. The price rises for heating oil, up to 50%, electricity over 15%, gas up as much as 25% and food prices over 20%, are impacting on the household budgets of all, but particularly those on fixed incomes. This has meant increased hardship for thousands of families experiencing poverty and further thousands who were already close to the poverty line.”

Frances Dowds went on to say,

 “It is unfortunate then that the Network, which concentrates on the needs of those experiencing poverty, and providing leadership for the NI Anti-Poverty Lobby, is close to collapse because of an inability to secure funding in an increasingly reduced and competitive funding environment.” 

“It appears that just when we are needed the most, we find ourselves unable to get funding for the essential need for the work we do. This means that “on the ground” research, education, lobbying and, most importantly, the liaison work that the Network does to connect statutory and government bodies with those experiencing poverty will grind to a halt.”

“That’s why we are setting up a “Save the Network campaign” and at our launch we will have many of the people who rely on the information and the services we provide to give testimony to the need for the preservation of the Network. We are calling on the Office of the First and Deputy First Minister, which oversees anti-poverty work in the region, to ensure the Network does not have to close at this crucial time.  

 

……………………………………………………………………….

*Notes to editor:

The Northern Ireland Anti Poverty Network was established in 1991 to create a focus on poverty. NIAPN is a Network with over 300 members drawn mostly from the community and voluntary sectors. The Network research and publicize the extent, causes and effects of poverty in Northern Ireland. We work to influence policy makers by focusing on government policies, which impact upon poverty and stress the need for anti-poverty measures at local, national and European levels. 

Our vision is ‘A Poverty Free Society’

Our mission is, 'to end poverty by empowering communities and influencing government through research, education and campaigning.'
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