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Dear friends

A Human Rights Based Approach – Measuring Change

Friday 25th May 2007

NICVA

1.30pm

The language of rights and fairness has been a commonplace for governments and policy makers for several decades in Ireland North and South. The figures and facts show, however, the growing gap between that rhetoric and the allocation of resources; particularly for marginalised communities and groups.  Many communities and groups struggle to make visible the reality that they have experienced little concrete change in the quality of their daily lives.  How can they measure and thus make visible the absence of rights, the failure to implement and resource rights, and the consequences for families and individuals?

 You are cordially invited to the launch of two publications by the PPR project which suggest a framework to make visible the failure of government to implement the changes mandated by rights laws. These publications outline different measurement tools which can be used at community level to identify and challenge the absence of rights and reinforce human rights obligations on government to realise rights at a local level.  

The event will be addressed by Northern Ireland Commissioner for Children and Young People, Patricia Lewsley and Project Chair, Inez McCormack.  

The publications being launched are:

‘Making and Measuring Change – A Human Based Approach to Health’ Conference Report  The conference featured a keynote address by Paul Hunt, UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health. He used his own unique expertise to lead a discussion on how human rights indicators can be used to measure the realisation of the right to health in local communities.  This dialogue between local community members and international human rights experts is an approach which places realising human rights through the practice of participation at the heart of change. This agenda requires real involvement in measurable change as the outcome.

North Belfast Statistical Profile  - This follows up and develops the work of the PPR Project Statistical Profile produced in 2005.  The new Profile focuses specifically on health, housing and income deprivation levels at small area level.  This report identifies those areas in North Belfast where residents and communities are not presently having their rights realised.  It provides communities struggling to change those conditions with another tool based on governments own figures and facts. This can be used to challenge government to live up to their international obligations in tackling appalling disadvantage and inequality. 

Progress Update on Rights Work on Local Issues – The event will also be an opportunity to hear about how local groups are using the human rights based approach in relation to specific issues in North Belfast to challenge and campaign for change.

Following the launch NINIS (Northern Ireland Neighbourhood Information Service) will be hosting an informal demonstration session of how communities can source and use online government statistics on health and housing in North Belfast which have informed the Statistical Profile.  
Please find attached an agenda and reply slip.  We look forward to seeing you there.

Yours sincerely
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Oonagh Kane

Project Manager

