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press release

ISSUED 2nd April 2007                                  


FOR IMMEDIATE USE
HOUSING RIGHTS SERVICE URGES TENANTS 
TO KNOW THEIR RIGHTS FOLLOWING NEW LAW.
Leading independent housing charity, Housing Rights Service, today urged private tenants to be aware of their new rights. This advice comes as a new private tenancy law came into operation on the 1st April.  The Private Tenancies (NI) Order 2006 is the first major legislation to affect sector in almost 30 years. It places requirements on landlords to provide new tenants with certain information and aims to tackle unfitness through a system of enforcement and rent control.
Claire Moss, Communications Officer with Housing Rights Service said: “Many private tenants who contact us for advice are living in poor conditions, are unaware of their rights and have unfair tenancy agreements. This new legislation will provide private tenants with more protection and is a welcome step in the right direction.”
From the 1st April new private tenants must receive a written statement of tenancy terms and a rent book within 28 days of the tenancy starting.  The law specifies what should be contained in these documents. Where there is no length of tenancy new tenants will also be automatically entitled to 6 months.  Landlords of properties built before 1945 who do not meet certain exemptions must apply to their council for a fitness inspection within 28 days of a tenancy starting; failure to do so is an offence and is punishable with a fine of up to £2,500.

Ms Moss’s advice to private tenants is to find out about their legal entitlements as soon as possible. ” Online advice is available free of charge at our website www.housingadviceNI.org or you can speak directly to a specialist Housing Adviser by calling our Advice Line on 028 90245640.”
Information and Guides for Advisers, Solicitors and Landlords can be obtained on Housing Rights Service website www.housingrights.org.uk 
ENDS

Notes to editors:
1. Housing Rights Service works to achieve positive change by protecting and promoting the rights of people who are in housing need in Northern Ireland. In 05/06 the organisation dealt with over 13,400 enquiries experiencing housing problems – over a quarter of these were from private tenants.
2.
Established in 1964 Housing Rights Service is the leading specialist provider of independent housing advice in Northern Ireland
Media enquiries to:  Claire Moss (w) 028 9024 5640 (m) 078 4523 2896
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