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Dear Colleague

I enclose details of the next PQ Support Programme for Voluntary Sector social workers. This may be the last support programme for the old PQ Award so please encourage anyone needing to complete the award to attend the programme. We have limited resources available to provide support sessions and it is important to begin to direct resources towards providing support workshops for the new NIPQ Awards.

You will see this programme does not incorporate formal support sessions for PQ1 but should you have any staff needing to complete PQ1 I am happy to advise them.

Please encourage your staff to take advantage of this programme to complete their PQ Awards. This is particularly important for staff who do not have degrees. The new PQ Awards (NIPQ Awards) are at Masters level and staff without degrees will need to prove their ability to study at this level. This is usually undertaken by completing an assessed piece of work set by academic institutions. The NIPQ Partnership will also be asking candidates without degrees to complete a similar assessed piece of work and there will be a cost for this. Candidates can avoid this additional work by completing their UK PQ Awards which are considered at degree level and therefore proof of ability to enter into Masters level. The University of Ulster also continue to offer academic credits towards a Degree for staff undertaking the UK PQ award.

If anyone wishes further information on this programme or PQ generally they can access information from the NIPQETP Website www.nipqetp.com or by from me ciarán.traynor@extern.org;  

0289084055; 

 07739977092 

 I would ask you to distribute details of this programme this widely among social work staff within your organisation.

Ciarán Traynor

Voluntary Sector PQ Co-ordinator

Voluntary Sector PQ SUPPORT PROGRAMME

For Social Workers wishing to achieve any of PQ 2-6 

October 2008 – March 2009

	VENUE
	Extern
Hydepark House
54 Mallusk Road
Newtownabbey
Enter Mallusk from Sandyknowles Roundabout (Glengormley). At Mallusk junction turn right. Drive along road towards Templepatrick. After 200m there is a Maxol filling station on the right. Take the next left. After 100m Hydepark House is on right. Look out for Extern sign.


	AIM
	To support voluntary sector social workers to produce submissions for PQ 2-4, 2-5 or 2-6 by March 2009


	METHODS
	· Taught input on key areas
· Peer support sessions
· Access to resources, exemplars and provision of handouts
· Individual mentoring
· Use of exemplars
· Advice and guidance on portfolio building
· “Mockmarking” and feedback
· Representation at the Assessment Panel.


	MEMBERSHIP
	Any social worker currently working in a voluntary and community sector organisation. This includes social workers who have participated in past programmes. 
Voluntary sector social workers enrolled with the NIPQETP for UK PQ.


	COST
	The programme is funded by OSS through the NISCC and is therefore free to agencies and candidates. 


	RESPONSIBILITIES
	Agencies:
· To provide sufficient work opportunities.
· To free up candidates to participate in the programme.
· To provide a first marker and administrative support. 
· To provide adequate study time in line with NIPQETP recommendations and good practice within the sector. For PQ this is 1 day per requirement.
· To fulfil line management / professional supervision responsibilities.
Candidates:
· To attend and participate fully.
· To produce a submission by March 2009. 
· To use resources provided by their employer and VOF efficiently.
· To meet the ethical requirements for “consent and confidentiality”.
· To ensure they are registered with the NIPQETP 
Information on Post-qualifying Awards and Registration can be gotten on www.nipqetp.com 



For more information contact:

Ciarán Traynor

Voluntary Sector PQ Co-ordinator 

Tel: 0289084055

Mobile: 07739977092 

ciaran.traynor@extern.org 
	PQ Support Programme – October 2008 – March 2009

	Date
	Venue
	Content

	Session 1:
3/11/08
10am – 1pm 
	Extern – Hydepark House
	Information session for candidates, line managers and anyone else wanting information on UKPQ or NIPQ Awards

	Session 2:
10/11/08
10am – 1pm
	Extern – Hydepark House
	Assignment One 
Core competences
Submissions
Introduction of PQ6


	Session 3:
5/12/08
10am – 1pm 
	Extern – Hydepark House
	Assignment Two

	Session 4:
6/1/09
10am – 1pm
	Extern – Hydepark House
	Assignment Three

	Session 5:
9/1/09
10am – 1pm 
	Extern – Hydepark House
	PQ 6 Workshop Plans 


	Session 6:
5/2/09
9am – 5pm
	Extern – Hydepark House
	Voluntary Sector Professional Development Day
Direct Observations for PQ6


	SUBMISSIONS
Monday 2ND March 2009


The following programme is for any voluntary sector social workers needing to complete the “old” UK PQ Award.


Please distribute widely.








