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Welcome to Kathy Henry

CHNI would like to take the opportunity to welcome Kathy Henry to the team. Kathy who will join the Training Department, is employed as admin assistant, providing Chris, who oversees homelessness and Substance Use Training, much-needed administrative support.
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CHNI forthcoming training   
· Courses / training currently available (April - June 2009) include the OCN Supported Housing; OCN Working With Substance Users; Homelessness and Mental Health; Understanding Self Harm, Working with People who Self Injure; Managing Risk and Risk Assessment; Mental health Rating Scales; Understanding schizophrenia; Protection of Vulnerable Adults; Suicide and Self Harm; Developing & Implementing Support Plans; Interpersonal Skills; Health and Safety in the Workplace; and Report Writing and Record Keeping.
· If you have a particular training need or require more information about our listed training courses contact the training department or complete the email form at the bottom of the training website page. Please note, as well as designing training to suit your needs, all training can be offered in-house or at a venue that suits your organisation. 
· Bespoke training is available to groups of staff on particular issues. Please use the contact details provided to discuss your particular training needs.

For further information:
· For information on our OCN Supported Housing training and for OCN Working with Substance Users, visit our training page and / or training calendar for Spring 2009. Information on general training will be added to the website in due course. On all CHNI training courses, please contact: Yvonne Beggs or Lesley Morrison, Training Department. (Tel) 02890 246440; (fax) 02890 241266; (email) training@chni.org.uk. Alternatively, complete the form at the bottom of our training page. 
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CHNI training facilities available for hire

Pressure on space for meetings and for training purposes is high in most busy organisations these days. Yours may be no exception. If this is the case, then CHNI has the perfect solution. CHNI's training room is an ideal venue for educational activities, training, and for meetings. The Training Room is well-equipped and can comfortably accommodate up to 30 people. The Meeting Room can comfortably accommodate 10-12 people. Costs for both are keenly competitive, with a number of lunch / refreshments options available. 

Meeting room

Hourly Rate:  £12.00 (Members); £15.00 (Non-Members). 

For Meeting Room queries, contact Lara Bamford, admin@chni.org.uk; 90246440.

Training room 

Full Day rate - £125.00 (Members); £165.00 (Non-Members)

Hourly Rate - £25.00 (Members); £35.00 (Non-Members)

For Training Room queries, contact Lesley Morrison, training@chni.org.uk; 90246440.   

For further details and photos of both rooms, lunch / refreshments options, terms & conditions, and booking forms, please visit: www.chni.org.uk/services.php?sid=13. 
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Member Focus: Migrant Workers’ Support Network (MWSN)
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Welcome to CHNI's e-newsletter





The Migrant Worker Support Network (MWSN) was created in 2006 in response to the ever growing need for up to date, reliable information on migrant worker issues. With the creation of the MWSN website in October 2007, information is pooled and shared at a limited inconvenience to members.

In order to bring about a more efficient and convenient provision of service for those working with migrant workers and migrant issues, MWSN aims to enhance the sharing of information and resources. MWSN provides accessible, reliable and up to date information on migrant worker issues.

MSWN’s objectives are: 
· To ensure access to current, reliable, consistent and relevant information.

· To share good practice, innovation, research, policy development and problem solving.

· To contribute to the development of appropriate regional strategy and policy.

· To address the problems created by lack of knowledge, isolation, prejudice.

· To contribute to the collective challenge to racism, inequality and human rights violation.

Find out more about the network at www.mwsn.org 

Becoming a member

By joining the network, not only can you avail of our shared resources and information, your organisation can contribute to helping us achieve our objective: providing shared information for a shared vision. 

As well as benefiting from 24/7 access to the wealth of current research on migrant worker issues, you will gain the opportunity to develop your network of contacts by attending regular seminar sessions organised by the MWSN. MWSN members currently benefit from: 

· Weekly e-bulletins 

· Monthly Policy and Research newsletters 

· Quarterly newsletters 

· Free attendance at MWSN seminar and conference events (four per year)

· Networking opportunities

For membership queries, or to request an application pack, contact Keelin McGartland, Network and Development Officer, S.T.E.P: Keelin@stepni.org; tel: 02887 729002

Online membership application pack: http://www.mwsn.org/downloads/Up%20to%20date%202%20MWSN%20Background%20and%20Membership%20Details%20Jan%2008.doc 
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New housing legislation

The Housing (Amendment) Bill is due to be introduced to the NI Assembly in May and is likely to move to the Social Development Committee (SDC) for its second consideration stage a few weeks after this date. Housing Rights Service has been requested to brief the Committee on the Bill.  

For further detail: www.niassembly.gov.uk/social/2007mandate/socialhome_07.htm 

Source: Housing Rights Service
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National Identity Scheme (NIS) 

The National Identity Scheme (NIS) is arriving over the next few years, and eventually everyone will have the opportunity to have an identity card if they choose.

www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/introducing_the_national_identity_scheme.pdf 

CHNI contribution to the Consultation Process available upon request: George Quinn, info@chni.org.uk; tel: 90246440
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Support to Victims of Trafficking in Northern Ireland

The Northern Ireland Office has announced services for victims of trafficking to begin from 1 April 2009, to coincide with the coming into force in the UK of the of the Council of Europe’s Convention on Action against Trafficking of Human Beings, ratified on 17 December 2008. The provision is a partnership between the Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI), the Women’s Aid Federation of Northern Ireland and the Migrant Helpline. Support will include secure accommodation, health care, counselling, living expenses, legal aid and language support. 

Details of the announcement are at: http://www.nio.gov.uk/goggins-announces-extensive-new-support-services-for-victims-of-human-trafficking/media-detail.htm?newsID=15921
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New form P45 to be used from April 

Employers are being reminded by HM Revenue and Customs that they must use the new A4 version of form P45 from 6th April. Introduced in October 2008, the new form includes date of birth and gender. News item: 
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/Content/Detail.asp?ReleaseID=394560&NewsAreaID=2.
Source: VolResource Newsletter No. 376
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CAB Young People & Money – free sessions

Citizen's Advice Bureau, in conjunction with Financial Services Authority, have developed a series of free training sessions - which will run in venues across Northern Ireland, throughout the year - around money management aimed at young people. For details, see: 

www.cdhn.org/documentbank/uploads/Young%20People%20Money%20Management%20(CAB).doc 

Source: CDHN website
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Southern Regional College Course on Working in Retail

This is a course to assist people to develop the necessary skills to work in retail. This course will not affect any benefits anyone may be receiving. This course is targeted at lone parents; people with disabilities; long term unemployed. For more information please contact Tracy Rice / Fiona Murray T (028) 3025 9706 or Email:retail@sr.ac.uk. 

See attached: http://www.cdhn.org/documentbank/uploads/Retail%20Course%20-%20Southern%20Regional%20College.doc 

Source: CDHN website 
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EGSA call for events for Adult Learners’ Week

This year Adult Learners’ Week (ALW) will take place from 9th-15th May.  If you haven’t already got something planned, there is still plenty of time to organise a special event, open day or information session.  Don’t forget to let EGSA know what you are planning.  We will promote events and activities through the ALW section on our website and a special edition of the e-briefing. Forward events information (as below) to alw@egsa.org.uk 

• Organisation  
• Event Dates
• Event Title 

• Summary
• Location of event 
• Times of event 
• Contact details 

Press releases relating to your events may also be forwarded for inclusion.  Please forward press releases to Leigh Veighey, EGSA at E: alw@egsa.org.uk.  Deadline for events information is 4pm, Friday 1st May 2009
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Men’s Advisory Project - Helping to Raise Awareness of Male Victims of Abuse


The Men’s Advisory Project (MAP) is currently undertaking research on, “male victims of domestic abuse.” As this is an under researched area — MAP are requesting your support to raise awareness of this research by distributing posters and information packs within your organisation. For information please contact Daryl: Tel: 9024 1929 or Email: daryl@mapni.co.uk 

Source: CDHN - www.cdhn.org/news/viewdetails.asp?newsID=1075 
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Free Sexual Health Information For Young Men

Bout Ye is a personal development programme focusing on sexual health and relationships for young men under 25 years of age.  Programmes are offered in a relaxed informative environment and up to 6 sessions are available. All sessions are person centred and needs led. For more information please contact Neil, tel: 90 316 107 or Email: neil@fpa.org.uk 

Source: CDHN - http://www.cdhn.org/news/viewdetails.asp?newsID=1077 
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Belfast City Council invites you to the annual Senior citizens convention

Monday 18 May 2009, 9.45am-3pm. Belfast Waterfront. For further information please contact Adele Keys on 9032 0202 ext 3607 or email keysa@belfastcity.gov.uk

www.belfastcity.gov.uk/seniors.  Also see ‘Joined up information resource for seniors launched’ (in reports & publications below).
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Need to get online but don’t have the means? 
BT Community Connections is an award scheme which enables community and charitable groups to get online. Groups can apply for a laptop and a year’s free broadband connection and there are more than 1,000 award packages for groups that can demonstrate how an award will benefit their work and the local community. 

Find out more at www.btcommunityconnections.com and download an application form or complete it online. Alternatively, call BT Community Connections on 0845 257 6792. NICVA eNews: 30 March 2009 
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NICVA Recession Toolkit 

http://www.nicva.org/index.cfm/section/General/key/260309-Recession-Toolkit. VolResource Newsletter No. 379
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Reports & publications

· Joseph Rowntree Foundation: Is a not-for-profit home credit business feasible? Commercial home credit is long established, with large numbers of customers on low incomes. Customers value many of its features highly, but the cost is high. This study tested the commercial feasibility of a not-for-profit home credit service. Summary & full report at: www.jrf.org.uk/publications/not-for-profit-home-credit
· NI Human Rights Commission: Homelessness and no recourse to public funds. In response to growing concerns about destitution among non UK nationals NI Human Rights Commission recently undertook an investigation into homelessness and persons with no recourse to public funds. See: http://www.nihrc.org/index.php?page=subresources&category_id=25&from=0&resources_id=115&search_content=&Itemid=61 
· Migration and Policy in Northern Ireland. Research by the Institute for Conflict Research for the Equality Commission has found that policymakers in Northern Ireland have been unprepared for the scale and impact of inward migration and subsequent policy development has been mainly reactive. The report concludes that more forward planning is needed to facilitate integration and makes a number of policy recommendations. The full report is at: http://www.equalityni.org/archive/pdf/ICRMigrantworkersOctober2008.pdf
· Joined up information resource for seniors launched. This directory can be downloaded from Belfast Healthy Cities website at http://www.belfasthealthycities.com/images/stories/PDFs/seniorsinfo.pdf and Belfast City Council website at www.belfastcity.gov.uk/seniorsinfo 
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News round-up
· Budget 2009 for Northern Ireland. Visit: www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/d/Budget2009/bud09_pn_northernireland.pdf. See also Belfast Telegraph (22nd April): http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/business-news/budget-2009-for-northern-ireland-14277043.html
· DSD website (21st April). Ritchie announces the introduction of a Homeowners Mortgage Support Scheme in Northern Ireland. Margaret Ritchie has welcomed the announcement by HM Treasury to the introduction of a UK wide Homeowners Mortgage Support Scheme. www.northernireland.gov.uk/news/news-dsd/news-dsd-210409-ritchie-announces.htm
· (England) Women's refuges told to admit men or lose funding (Society Guardian e-bulletin): www.guardian.co.uk/society/2009/apr/05/domestic-violence-charity-funding 
· Poor families are facing food crisis (Society Guardian e-bulletin):  www.guardian.co.uk/money/2009/apr/05/food-crisis-rising-costs-uk 
· Young people: Unemployment more appealing than college. A skills package is essential for 16- to 17-year-olds who lose their jobs and can't face more full-time education (Society Guardian e-bulletin): www.guardian.co.uk/education/2009/apr/21/unemployment-teenagers-recession 
· Homelessness charities that usually compete for funds are working together to help get their clients into jobs (Society Guardian e-bulletin):  http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2009/apr/08/homelessness-charities 

· UK teenagers among heaviest drinkers in EU: full ESPAD report: www.espad.org/documents/Espad/ESPAD_reports/2007/The_2007_ESPAD_Report-FULL.pdf; and summary: www.espad.org/documents/Espad/ESPAD_reports/2007/SUMMARY-The_2007_ESPAD_Report.pdf
· Recession turns more young people into 'neets': Growing number of young people not in education, employment or training, government data: www.dcsf.gov.uk/14-19/index.cfm?go=site.home&sid=42&pid=343&lid=337&ctype=Text&ptype=Single 

· Scotland drugs and alcohol treatment 'failing': See Audit Scotland web article: www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/media/article.php?id=103; and report www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/work/health_national.php?year=2009. See also Society guardian: www.guardian.co.uk/society/2009/mar/26/drugs-alcohol-abuse-scotland  
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Contact Us
· CHNI, Belfast Office: Fourth Floor, Andras House, 60 Great Victoria St, Belfast, BT2 7BB; Tel: 02890246440; Fax: 02890241266.
· Northwest Office: 79 Strand Road, Derry. BT48 7BW; Tel: 02871366363; Fax: 02871366364;
· General email: info@chni.org.uk; website: www.chni.org.uk; Charity No. XO544/83; Company No. NI27577
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Contribute to CHINWAG

If you would like to contribute to Chinwag, please contact George Quinn, Information officer, at CHNI - tel: 028 90246440, or email: info@chni.org.uk. Feel free to send news items, information about any job vacancies, projects, achievements, or activities, including those of residents / those who use your services: info@chni.org.uk. 

If you have received this email in error, please delete it from your system & notify CHNI immediately. Should you wish not to receive CHINWAG, please contact us. CHNI cannot be held responsible for any third party content or content of materials forwarded on behalf of another organisation in this email, nor for decisions or actions of organisations thereafter. Similarly, the contents of this message may not necessarily reflect the opinions of CHNI. 
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