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Dear Colleague

As Minister for Social Development, I am committed to protecting and empowering the vulnerable and those experiencing poverty and alienation. I recognise that this can only be achieved with the cooperation and hard work of many parties. As the lead Minister for the voluntary and community sector, I thank the thousands of voluntary and community organisations throughout Northern Ireland who identify and respond to need on a daily basis.

We all know that future public spending will be under extreme pressure in both the short and longer term.  The protection of front line services and vulnerable people will demand resolve and creativity.  

Ahead of budget 2010 discussions in the Executive in early September and in the weeks thereafter, I am asking for your views on how, during these tough economic times, we might protect the vulnerable, preserve the best of voluntary and community action and create the space to grow and test new ideas.

I invite you to consider three questions and respond to these in a way that best suits you:
· Question 1

What should be the priority areas within DSD to best protect those in need, stress or disadvantage? What works best and what should be reviewed?

· Question 2

What could or should be done within the voluntary and community sector to work better to address overheads and deliver greater benefits to the community?

· Question 3
Do you have any wider comments about how the Executive should address the budgetary situation?
You can e-mail your response to the Voluntary and Community Unit at vcu@dsdni.gov.uk or send them to Maeve Walls, Director of the Unit to arrive on or before August 25th 2010.  In the interests of collating responses quickly, please confine your comments to 2/3 sides of A4.

Having had an opportunity to consider the responses, I intend to convene a group for further discussion on priorities and options for delivering results. I am confident that practical and substantive ideas will emerge and I look forward to working closely with the sector to help alleviate the worst impact of the recession on vulnerable people.  

Please feel free to distribute this letter to other groups or people who you believe would have an interest and input.

[image: image2.png]



ALEX ATTWOOD MLA

Minister for Social Development

